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Silver Springs Location Map 

The Floridan Aquifer System 

supplies fresh water to the 

majority of Floridaôs 900+ 

artesian springs ï the largest 

springs concentration in the 

world. 

Silver 

Springs 



Why is Silver Springs Important? 

ÅHighest long-term flow recorded at any spring in 
the world 

ÅHeadwaters of the Silver River and key base flow 
in the Ocklawaha and St. Johns Rivers 

ÅOldest tourist attraction in Florida 

ÅLongest history of springs scientific investigation 

ÅEconomic engine for Marion County 



Silver Springs History 

ÅSprings History 

ïOver 12,000 years of pre-

history in and around Silver 

Springs 

ïBrinton and Le Conte at Silver 

Springs in 1850s  

ÅBrinton (1856) - ña grand 

hydrographical feature of North 

America ranked with Niagara 

Falls and the Mississippi River 

ÅLe Conte (1859) ï ñextraordinary 

transparency of the 

waterésurpassing anything that 

can be imaginedò 



Silver Springs History 
ÅSilver Springs 

History 
ï1878 glass-bottom 

boats 

ï1916 to present ï 
movies and TV  

ï1924 ï W.C. Ray 
and W.M. Davidson 
started tourist 
attraction 

ï1931 ï Ross Allenôs 
Reptile Institute 

ï1962 to present ï 
Natureôs Theme 
Park 

ï1987 ï Silver River 
Museum and State 
Park 



Silver Springs Research 
ÅEcosystem studies: 

ïH.T. Odum (1953-

1955) 

ïKnight and Odum 

(1979-80) 

ïSJRWMD, UF, and 

WSI 50-Year 

Restudy (2004-

2005) 

ï12 Spring 

Comparison 2009 

ïDEP TMDL and 

SJRWMD MFL 

studies (ongoing) 

 



Healthy Springs Structure 

Drawn by E.A. McMahan in Odum et al. 1998 

Silver Springs ï 1950s 



Silver Springs Recharge Basin 

ÅSpring Recharge 

Basin Estimate 

ïMunch et al. (2006) 

1,200 sq. mi. 

Bruce Mozert, Silver Springs, circa 1950s  


